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__.J The United States Hispanic

Chamber of Commerce has
partnered with Hispanic

Look, if I open the window and they’re not Evecutive In what promises tobe

a banner year for both

ShOOting at me, it,s a gOOd daY' organizations. Hispanic Executive

is now an official member

magazine of the USHCC, and will

be a Platinum Sponsor of the 34th
When Fabiana Lacerca-Allen was just six years old, Argentine guerillas tried—on three separate Annual USHCC National Convention

occasions—to kidnap her. The daughter of Carlos Lacerca, an Argentine politician working to unseat the this September Iin HE's hometown,
National Reorganization Process (a military dictatorship that controlled Argentina from 1976 until (SREngn. Lasim) nor,

1983), she was not an easy target. Not only did the attempted kidnappings fail, but they transformed

Lacerca-Allen into a lifelong crusader for all things fair, just, and good. Now a chief compliance officer FIND US ON FACEBOOK

in the United States, she continues to draw on her radical childhood experiences to guide her through a
different kind of tumult: corporate America.

As told to Matt Alderton

Hispanic
Executive

I grew up in Argentina, when Argentina was a dictatorship. My father was the first AL

state secretary of industry in Rail Alfonsin’s [democratically elected] government Hke

after the military dictatorship. So, from a very young age, I learned the value of 3.812 people like Hispanic

doing the right thing for the right reasons, despite the obvious dangers.

Executive.

I always knew I wanted to make a
difference. When the first attempted kidnapping happened, I
came to school and the teacher asked me, “What do you want
to be when you're older?” I said, “A queen.” The teacher TRADING WORDS WITH
looked at me and said, “Why?” I said, “Well, to make things
right.” She said, “You cannot be a queen.” She explained to me
the reasons why and asked, “What else do you want to be?” I
said, “A lawyer.” Again, she said, “Why?" I said, “For the same
reason.” I always wanted to change things that were not right.
It was natural to want to be a lawyer.

RECENT TWEETS

. .. INNOVATION
I have a very acute understanding of what's right and wrong

because I've seen right and I've seen wrong. My father had a
lot of friends and a lot of enemies. One of his very good
friends was the head of a very well-known newspaper. He one
day came to meet with my father and when they went to the
living room I hid behind a sofa to listen to what they had to
say. He said, “Carlos, I think they're following me. They want
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to kill me.” My father said, “Are you sure?” He said, “I'm

positive.” My father said, “Lay low. Let me see if I can find ‘ |

something out.” A week later he was shot and killed.

My upbringing prepared me well for corporate America. I TOYOTA Waimart

have great instincts. I am very self-assured. I trust what I see.

I trust my gut feeling. That's a great lesson for corporate J 0O | Nn us

America: trust yourself and do the right thing. It has

consequences, but they're worth it. for the
largest yearly

I became a lawyer in Argentina. However, my father said, “You and I have a deal. The deal is, you have ga t h e ri N g

to study at the best universities. Until you do that, you have a debt with me.” He and I agreed that I was

going to come to the United States and study at the best universities. So I came to the United States and of influential

chose UCLA [University of California, Los Angeles]. It was the first time I'd ever been outside of a very leaders and

protected environment on my own. I loved school and did really well, so I decided to finish my master’s

in law, which took over a year, then my thesis. Then I got a job offer. I remember calling my daddy and I newsmakers

said, “I have a great job offer here, what should I do?” He said, “I'm going to give you the toughest in the Latino

advice a father gives a daughter: don't collect regrets. Never look back and say, ‘What if?” Do it for six communi ty

months and that will give you an idea of what it's truly all about.” It’s been 15 years.

I've spent my career working for Fortune 100 and Fortune 500 companies in legal and compliance roles. NCLR

Many of the leadership qualities I get recognized for come from my upbringing. For example, my NATIONAL COUNCIL 0F Lt RAZA

background prepared me to be very calm in crises. My boss not long ago was telling me, “I cannot .

believe you remained so calm in this crisis.” I said, “Look, if I open the window and they're not shooting a; 2 C‘O}N :0 El%'i:a

at me, it's a good day.” o soramareans

It’s very important for me to share my experiences [with young people]. I tell them: be passionate about
doing the right thing. Don't hesitate to ask questions. Look for the right answer, even if it's not the
easiest answer. Seek advice from the experts. Ask for somebody that you respect and admire in your OFFICIAL MEDIA PARTNERS
industry to mentor you. Look globally at how other people do things. Always think: how is this going to
impact the company? Yourself? Your reputation and your company’s reputation? How would you
explain this to your kids? Would you be able to say that you applied your values consistently? If you're

doing all of that, you're a hell of a compliance lawyer and I'd like to meet you.
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